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Overview

What is the Forest Stewardship Council? 
How does FSC Chain of Custody work?
Wood Identification testing program
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KEY POINTS

• Sets forest 
management 
standards

• 10 Principles & 
Criteria

• Market based 
label

• Independent 
auditors

What does FSC do?

• Setting standards for Responsible
forest management

• FSC does not issue certificates itself. 

• An accreditation/certification 
system to monitor adherence to 
FSC standards

• Only FSC accredited certification bodies are 
authorized to evaluate, monitor and issue 
FSC certificates.

• A product labeling system that 
rewards Responsible forest 
managers



FSC From Forest to Retailer

Saw MillForest Factory Processor Retailer

Forest Management (FM) 
certification

Controlled Wood (CW) 
certification

Trademark/
Labeling

Chain of Custody (COC) 
certification

Provide evidence that all possible efforts were taken to ensure that timber was harvest and traded in 
compliance with laws and regulations.

FSC maintains its system credibility through an unbroken chain 
with three certifications:



FSC PRINCIPLE AND CRITERIA:

“The Organization shall comply with all applicable laws, regulations and nationally-ratified international treaties, conventions and 
agreements.”

POLICY FOR THE ASSOCIATION OF ORGANIZATIONS WITH FSC: 

“FSC will only allow its association with organizations that are not directly or indirectly involved in the following unacceptable activities: a) 
Illegal logging or the trade in illegal wood or forest products…” 

FOREST MANAGEMENT:
FSC published Advice Note 20-007-17 on Applicable National and Local Laws and Regulations, in relation to FSC certification. It addresses, in the first place, certification bodies, but is 
also meant as a reference list for forest managers.

“Prior to main/re-evaluation and surveillance, Certification Bodies shall compile a list of applicable legislation (applicable laws, regulations 
and nationally-ratified international treaties, conventions and agreements)to be evaluated for each country where they operate.”

CONTROLLED WOOD:

“Companies conducting risk assessments shall use the “Minimum list of applicable laws, regulations and nationally-ratified international 
treaties, conventions and agreements” for the identification of logging related laws in the district under evaluation.” 

CHAIN OF CUSTODY

“The organization shall ensure that its FSC-certified products conform to all applicable timber legality legislation”.

FSC POLICIES ON LEGALITY



PROTECT CONSUMER 
TRUST IN OUR LABEL



NO SYSTEM IS PERFECT
NEED FOR CONTINUOUS 
IMPROVEMENT 



GOAL OF
THE SUPPLY CHAIN INTEGRITY PROGRAM

10

Ensure that the FSC claims made by 
FSC certificate holders are accurate 

and truthful.

Proactively address false claims, take 
immediate actions against fraud, and 

when found, build the necessary 
structure for communications and 

change management.

Based on learnings from integrity 
investigations, SCIP supports the 

development of a broad set of tools, 
policies and mechanisms to reduce the 
risks that the FSC system faces today.



TOOLS AND METHODS
FSC SUPPLY CHAIN INTEGRITY PROGRAM

Transaction Verification
Match claims across a supply 

chain from one Certificate 
Holder to another.

Wood Identification 
Technologies:
Wood Anatomy
Stable Isotopes

DART Spectrometry
DNA

Investigation Outcomes -
Effect Change or 

terminate trademark 
licenses



OBJECTIVES OF FSC’S 
WOOD IDENTIFICATION TESTING PROGRAM
• Use wood testing to deter fraud
• Determine capacity of wood and fiber testing (both traditional wood anatomy and DNA/Isotope future 

capacity) to provide additional quality control and quality assurance.
• Determine how wood ID testing can be integrated into FSC chain of custody.



–

1500 FORESTS 
AND 3000 

SPECIES

STAFF IN 50 
COUNTRIES

AUDITORS 
VISITING THESE 

FORESTS 
EVERY YEAR

FSC’S UNIQUE ROLE TO CONTRIBUTE
LEVERAGING THE FORESTS 
AND SPECIES UNDER FSC 
MANAGEMENT



BUILD, VALIDATE, 
AND GROW OPEN-SOURCE 
DATABASES OF
GEO-REFERENCED WOOD SAMPLES



COLLECTION 
OF WOOD REFERENCE SAMPLES

• PartnershipbetweenFSC, USFS International Program, Agroisolaband KewGardens, and WRI
• Conductedpilots in US and South America in 2018.
• Expandingto Africaand Asia in 2019
• Workingwith localgovernmentsand community forests



COLLECTION EFFORTS AT TWO LEVELS 
LATIN AMERICA, EUROPE, AFRICA AND 
ASIA PACIFIC 

Baltic region

Peru

Gabon

Solomon Islands

Asia



MOVE FROM PROOF OF CONCEPT TO 
TESTING FEASIBILITY AND RELIABILITY OF 
THE TECHNOLOGIES 

BUILD COLLECTION OF WOOD SAMPLES 
INTO FSC SYSTEM AND AUDITS



TREESNAP
used to record sample 
collection data 
when in the forest



TREESNAP
Registration



TREESNAP
Observation 
form



TREESNAP
Observation page



TOGETHER WE CAN 
COMBAT ILLEGAL LOGGING 
ENCOURAGE RESPONSIBLE 
FORESTRY AND TRADE

Jing Zhang
j.zhang@fsc.org
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