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Global Timber Tracking Network News 2
Welcome to the new GTTN newsletter! We update you bimonthly with news from the
GTTN secretariat and from the international network of scientists, labs, timber operators,
policy makers, NGO's and many more. Stay tuned!

GTTN in practise: genetic wood analyis
At the lab of Forest Genetics in the Thünen Institute, GTTN Communications recently had
the chance to observe how genetic timber tracking and species identification work in
practice. To explain this method of wood analysis, we also produced a video that we are
happy to share with you. More
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Upcoming GTTN Events: Where you
could meet us
GTTN Task Force on Sapelli is
organizing a Workshop to discuss
"How to combine timber tracking
tools and secure reliable species
and origin identification" on 12-14
June 2018 in Wageningen,
Netherlands. For more info, please
contact Nele Schmitz (nele.schmitz
(a) thuenen.de)
In cooperation with Bioversity
International, GTTN is organizing the
Africa Regional Workshop on 27-28
June 2018 in Yaoundé, Cameroon.
Please note we have limited seating
capacity. Registration via Eventbrite.
We are planning a session with the
CITES Plants Committee Timber
Identification Working Group during
the CITES Plants Committee in July
2018 in Geneva, Switzerland. We
will inform about GTTN and discuss
potential cooperation and
complementarities. We look forward
to meeting many of you who are
involved with the CITES working
group in that session. Further
information will be provided via the
Working Group mailing list. Meeting
results will be shared afterwards.
We are planning a regional
workshop in Latin America for fall
2018. Currently, we are looking for
Latin American partners to coorganise this meeting.

LINKGTTN maps: reference data,
service providers and Index Xylariorum
4.1
Awaiting the finalization of the
reference database, we offer you a
reference map on our GTTN website
now. For each timber tracking
method, the map shows the
locations and tree species/taxa for
which reference data are available
within the GTTNetwork. In case you
have information to be displayed on
the map and for further questions
please contact Nele Schmitz
In collaboration with World
Resources Institute (WRI), we are
also currently working on the Service
Providers Directory, which will offer
many benefits for GTTN members.
Before the database is published, we
provide you with a map of service
providers on our website.
What would an international network
do without maps? We are happy to
introduce you to our Index
Xylariorum 4.1 map. The map is a
visual representation of the Index
Xylariorum 4.1, which stands for
Institutional Wood Collections of the
World.The wood collections have
been compiled and categorised with
the support of one of our GTTN
members, the International
Association of Wood Anatomists
(IAWA)

News from the Network and beyond: events, publications, developments
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Upcoming Network Events

Recent publications (selection)

On 8-9 October 2018, GTTN partner
Thünen Institute is celebrating the
5th anniversary of the “Thünen
Centre of Competence on the Origin
of Timber”. GTTN Secretariat and
other network members will be
present, too.
The Timber Legality Research
Symposium will be held in
association with the FLARE network
(Forests & Livelihoods: Assessment,
Research, and Engagement) and
adjacent to the FLARE Annual
Meeting on 18-20 October.
Chatham House are holding the 28th
Illegal Logging Update and
Stakeholder Consultation Meeting on
8-9 November 2018. The annual
event brings together 250 people
from across the forest sector.

“Nirwood” – new NIR
project for the timber
market
NIRWOOD, created by
GEA Forestal, aims at
being the first commercial
system for on-site
identification of quality and
origin of wooden products,
based on Near-Infrared
Technology (NIR). NIR
spectrometers are capable
of identifying physical,
mechanical and chemical
properties of wood allowing
the possibility to clearly
recognize different species
and to realize quality
assessments. NIRWOOD’s
further objective is the
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Chaves, C. L., et al. (2018).
"Assessing the ability of chloroplast
and nuclear DNA gene markers to
verify the geographic origin of Jatoba
(Hymenaea courbaril L.) timber."
Journal of Heredity: esy017-esy017.
Slik, J. W. F., et al. (2018).
"Phylogenetic classification of the
world's tropical forests." Proceedings
of the National Academy of Sciences
of the United States of America
115(8): 1837-1842.
Tang, X. J., et al. (2017). "Rapid and
Robust Automated Macroscopic
Wood Identification System using
Smartphone with Macro-lens."
ResearchGate.

Wood Identification via
the App Store
Semi-trained or untrained
personnel in the timber
industry usually has no
choice but to identify timber
by its color, appearance or
other specific features on
the wood. An app called
MyWood-Id was recently
launched to change that.
Working with the macro
lens on the smartphone,
the user should be able to
scan and capture the
characteristic end surface
every timber or group of
timber possesses. The
software is currently
equipped to identify a

Verification from timber
to caviar: Agroisolab
Agroisolab, GTTN member
since more than three
years now, is apparently
one of the world’s leading
companies when it comes
to tracking, assessing and
labeling the origin of an
enormous range of
products. A recent article
published by the Yorkshire
Post shed more light on the
topic.
Already leaders in
determining food origin, the
scientists at Agroisolab are
now turning their head
towards verifying timber
origins and manufactures,

creation of a timber spectral
database which is
supposed to include NIR
spectra from protected
species as well as the most
commercial ones. More

variety of over 20 local
Malaysian timber groups
and is expected to be
updated to cover over a
hundred local timber
groups. More

an even bigger and
possibly more complex field
for certification if you
ask Roger Young,
Agroisolab UK’s CEO.
More

Please send your news and event contributions to GTTN Communications Manager
gesche.schifferdecker(at)efi.int
The Global Timber Tracking Network (GTTN) promotes the operationalisation of innovative tools for species
identification and for determining the geographic origin of wood to verify trade claims.
GTTN is coordinated by the European Forest Institute and is financed by the German Federal Ministry of Food
and Agriculture.
Unsubcsribe
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