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Welcome to the new GTTN newsletter! We update you frequently with news from the
GTTN secretariat and from our international network of scientists, labs, timber operators,
policy makers, NGO's and many more. Stay tuned!

Register now for the GTTN Regional Workshop in China
The next GTTN Regional Workshop will take place from 20-23 May 2019 in Beijing, China,
coordinated by GTTN in liaison with the Chinese Research Institute of Wood Industry of
the Chinese Academy of Forestry and the International Association of Wood Anatomists
(IAWA). The event is organized back-to-back with the IAWA-IUFRO symposium on
“Challenges and Opportunities for Updating Wood Identification”. You will find the flyer of
our GTTN workshop in Beijing here and can register here.

Release of the GTTN sampling guide
A team of experts in the different timber tracking methods
has now finalized a general sampling guide for timber
tracking. The guide informs in detail on how to collect
reference samples for timber identification. Chapters deal
with preparatory work, field work and transport and storage
of samples and data. In addition it includes a quick guide,
an overview table of the reference material to be collected,
check-lists, tips from the experts, illustrations and
examples of forms to collect field data. Please download
the guide here.

Interview with Pieter Zuidema
GTTN interviewed Professor Pieter Zuidema from
Wageningen University about TIMTRACE, a new forensic
timber tracing service he and his team are developing at
the moment. What will be the advantages of this service
and what challenges they are currently facing? Please
read the complete interview here.
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GTTN Information Systems task force meeting, 19 to 21 March
From 19 to 21 March, a GTTN Information Systems task force meeting will be held in Koli,
Finland. The objectives are to further define and refine needs towards the development of
the reference database and its integration with the service providers directory. This
meeting will bring IT specialists together with sample and reference data developers.   
In a nutshell, the following information system components will be under discussion:

reference database integration with service providers directory
sample metadata requirements
method specific reference metadata requirements 
data upload, query, request and exchange mechanisms (protocols, formats,
conditions)

A follow-up session will be held at the GTTN regional meeting in Beijing in May. If you
would like to participate the workshop, then please contact gttn@efi.int

Reports from GTTN Regional Workshop in Lima, Peru
The workshop took place on 7-9 November 2019 and brought together stakeholders from
various fields, following the same goals: Expanding the Global Timber Tracking Network
and identify opportunities for collaboration on wood identification and related activities in
Latin America. You will find a general report from the workshop here. A full report from the
session is available in Spanish and English.

Outreach to our GTTN Members

Please complete our global list of current timber tracking service providers!
Our actual list of providers consists only of registered members that answered in the
application for a GTTN membership that they are providers. The list can be completed
online via this Google Excel. Please also feel free to forward the link to potential timber
tracking service providers to make sure you are visible on our map. Adding your contact
data to the sheet will also guarantee you a spot on our list of service providers.
Furthermore, we would like to make sure you will be part of our currently finalized Service
Providers' Directory (SPD). Soon, the GTTN Secretariat will send out emails to all the
registered labs to update their information and clarify the point of contact.

Break down language barriers in scientific
publications!
The GTTN Secretariat kindly asks you to provide an
overview of all GTTN-relevant publications. We would like
to figure out how much information we are missing when
only taking knowledge and literature available in
English. Please participate in our little survey, provided
both in English and Spanish here.
How to break down these barriers could be discussed in a
multilingual publication for which more detailed data on this
issue will then be collected at a later stage.
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Members make sure to put the GTTN logo and link on your website!
To enhance the visibility of the network we would like to encourage our members to add
both the GTTN logo and a link on your website. We kindly offer to adjust the logo by
adding the word ‘partner’ into the logo and also if you wish GTTN to feature your institution
logo to acknowledge our cooperation. Please approach us if you are interested in using
the GTTN logo via gttn@efi.int. Further details will follow in the next newsletter.

Upcoming events

APEC CHILE 2019
The Experts Group on Illegal Logging Associated Trade
(EGILAT) will be joined by the International Forest Policy
Section of the Australian Department of Agriculture and
Water Resources during the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) that takes place on 23 February
2019 in Santiago, Chile. APEC EGILAT was created in
2011 to implement appropriate measures to prohibit trade
in illegally harvested forest products and undertake
additional activities in APEC to combat illegal logging and
associated trade. More information on the event here. The
Australian Government will deliver a presentation on
GTTN.

CoP CITES Meeting
The 18th meeting of the Conference of the Parties (CoP)
on the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) will take place
from 23 May to 3 June 2019 in Colombo, Sri Lanka.
CITES regulates the international trade of plants and
animals, including products and derivates in order to
ensure their ongoing existence. Thus, CITES remains one
of the most powerful tools for wildlife conservation. Find
out more here. WRI, IAWA and GTTN are planning a side
event.

Asia-Pacific Forestry Week
Organized by the FAO, the fourth Asia-Pacific Forestry Week (APFW) will take place from
17-21 June 2019 in Incheon, South Korea. This week provides a platform for a multitude
of forestry practitioners across the region to discuss and share views on the most pressing
challenges in the forestry sector, like responsible trade and forest restoration. Find out
more.

IAWA-IUFRO Session at IUFRO World Congress 
In the framework of the annual IUFRO Congress in
Curitiba, Brazil, from 20 September 20 to 5 October
2019, IAWA initiated an IAWA-IUFRO Session “C5d New
Methods and Applications of Timber Identification”. The
aim of this session will be to present recent advances in
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methods and applications of timber identification. Find out
more here.

Publications we recommend:

Tropical timber forensics: A multi-methods approach to tracing Bolivian
“Cedrela”: The implementation of sustainable forest management in Bolivia
through developing complementary methods to detect illegal logging is the overall
objective of PhD thesis published by Dr. Kathelyn Paredes. An introduction to this
thesis, which was supervised by Prof. Pieter Zuidema (Wageningen University) and
the most significant results you find here.
SNP markers for genetic studies of Dipteryx tree species in Amazonia: A
group of researchers, among them GTTN members Céline Blanc-Jolivet and
Alexandre Sebbenn, We developed nuclear and plastid single nucleotide
polymorphism (SNP) and insertion/deletion (INDEL) markers for Dipteryx species
using a combination of restriction associated DNA sequencing (RADSeq) and low
coverage MiSeq genome sequencing. Find out more.
Discrimination of wood and charcoal from six Caatinga species by near-
infrared spectroscopy: Correct identification of species in wood and charcoal
commerce is important, and rapid and nondestructive evaluation based on near-
infrared techniques can be a good alternative.This paper was published by
researchers from Universidade Federal do Paraná, Brazil and can be found here.

Please send your news and event contributions to gttn(at)efi.int
European Forest Institute (EFI) – Bonn Office

Platz der Vereinten Nationen 7
53113 Bonn

The Global Timber Tracking Network (GTTN) promotes the operationalisation of
innovative tools for species identification and for determining the geographic origin of

wood to verify trade claims.
GTTN is coordinated by the European Forest Institute and is financed by the German

Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture.

The European Union has recently implemented the GDPR. By joining the network we have
previously indicated that you agree to receive recent updates from GTTN. For the Newsletter, we

do not use any data except your email addresses. Of course neither GTTN, EFI nor
Newsletter2Go, the German TÜV-certified Newsletter provider, will sell your data. In case you do

not want to receive this newsletter anymore, please click ”Unsubscribe” below.

Unsubcsribe
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